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from the president…
As I write this, Field Day 2021 ended a few days ago. It was great to see everyone
who came out to the park and I hope everyone had a great time getting on the air and
making contacts. I want to thank everyone who helped with setup/take down, operated
in person, and those who operated from home. A special thanks to Paul WB0CJB and
Jeffrey K4JSS for serving as our Field Day Coordinators – planning for and setting up
FD involves a lot of hard work and they both did a fantastic job!
When we stopped in-person meetings due to COVID, we had several people ask if
there was a way to join or renew their club memberships on-line. I did some research
and found a web portal designed specifically for Amateur Radio clubs from Ham Club
Online. It has many features, including:
� Automatic secure credit card subscription and renewal processing
� Club event calendar
� Club event tracking (position sign-ups, RSVP and attendance) with recurring events
� The ability to vote in Club elections (positions or amendments) via secure e-mail
� Club asset tracking (fixed and non-fixed assets)
� Group training skills tracking (RACES/ARES/CERT/Net Control)

Ham Club Online does not charge for this service. Since there is no cost to the club
and it is custom designed for ham clubs, we felt like it would be the best fit. We will of
course continue to accept new memberships and renewals in person or through the P.O.
Box – this is just another option.
Over the next few days we will be loading our current
membership roster into the new system. If you receive an
e-mail from hamclubonline.com on behalf of the MARC,
it is a legitimate e-mail. You will need to create an
account in order to access the club portal. There will
be instructions e-mailed to all members on how to
create your login. Please let me know if you have
any questions, or check out https://
www.w4ggm.org/portal.html for more details.
Thanks and 73!
Joe, N4JW

from the Vice President…
Greetings all!
Well…. If you weren’t there, you missed it! In my
opinion the MARC Field Day this year was quite a
success! We had a good group there for setup and
breakdown and had continued coverage throughout
the 24-hour period making over 450 contacts! While
we did not have every station manned all the time, we
had multiple CW operators and multiple QRP
operators. The phone stations were able to be manned
nearly all the time and Bob did a great job on digital.
This year we continued to operate up till the end at
1:00 Sunday, GREAT JOB EVERYONE!
I like to look at Field Day as a chance for us to learn.
What works, what doesn’t, what can we do better next
year. I think we did make several improvements.
Scheduling and managing what stations were on
which bands helped and I think our antenna placement
this year was an improvement as well. While we did
experience issues with interference it was not as bad
as last year, and I think we can work to improve more
in this area next year. Thank you, Bob (K4HRK), for
hanging in there on the Digital station which is always
prone to issues! Unfortunately, the filters did not seem
to make an appreciable difference and I was really
hoping it would help more. I did get the chance to test
my new OCF dipole in an inverted V configuration
and was pleased with it’s performance.

Kudos to Justin (K4LEN) for the most contacts! I am
not sure exactly how many he made, over 200 I
believe, and he was burning it up using the GOTA
station on 15 meters with his Yaesu FT-991a, which
He Claims, is a far superior rig to my ICOM 7300.
All kidding aside, great job Justin!!
With all that said, let’s put our heads together and
come up with ideas to try next year to keep improving.
Please share your thoughts and ideas! Field Day is
always difficult with that
many stations in such close
proximity but that’s the
nature of the beast.
73 to everyone and enjoy
your summer!
K4JSS - Jeffrey

MARC 2021 Field Day a�endees
The Crew
Randy
Ed
Joey
Evere�
Paul
Mike
James
Jeff
Nita
Fran
Joe
Travis
Eric
Jared
Jay
Jus�n
Bob

Visitors
AC9WR
W4EWJ
KN4PCV
N5MZX
WB0CJB
KO4OZY
AD5NL
K4JSS
KM4PKK
KM1Z
N4JW
KO4HUO
K4PKA
KO4LTC
KN4JGH
K4LEN
K4HRK

Ben
Beverly
Joshua
Ron
Travis
Thurman
Mark
Andy
Garry
Shawn
Fran
Eric
Mike

K5HQV
XYL of K5HQV
KO4HUV
KE4KO
KN4RKB
N4KN
KB4RPV
KY4DF
K6STG
NC4O
KM1Z
N4GLA
KO4QVG

Plus others who didn’t sign in!

Field Day Pictures
Taken by Jared
KO4LTC
and
Fran KM1Z

June Minutes… Jay KK4FHS
June’s Mee�ng Tuesday 7:00 PM 6/8/2021
Mee�ng called to order by Jeffrey, K4JSS
At Ca�ish Campus
Announcements:
N4TOW Mike purchased 1 year of ZOOM for
club
Discussion to purchased HF band pass filters
for Field Day to help stop cross talk.
Mo�on to purchase 1 for $130 from DX Eng
by N4TOW Mike & second by N4GLA Eric
Mo�on passed.
Mo�on to accept May Minutes: N5MZX
Evere�
Mo�on Second: K4LEN Jus�n
Financial Report:
May Balance: $4461.26
Membership Dues & Dona�ons
>Deposits:
Total Income: $75.00
Check wrote for Preamps: $231.35
June Balance: $4304.91
Mo�on to accept N4GLA Eric
Mo�on second N4TOW Mike
Mo�on to adjourn by K4LEN Jus�n
Mo�on second by K4HRK Bob
Mo�on approved
In a�endance: 23 in
person, 10 on Zoom
Mee�ng adjourned
Jay KK4FHS

This Month’s QUIZ
It’s not too hard to figure out the 5
most ham populated states which
are:
1. California
2. Texas
3. Florida
4. Washington
5. Ohio
Can you name the 5 states with the
fewest hams?
Answer is in the editors column on the last page.

Wfview software for Icom Rigs
Not long ago I started using an Icom IC-7610 rig.
Although I'm not interested in running the rig from a
computer or remotely, I decided to check out what
software Icom had available. They have a program
called RS-BA1 that allows you to operate your Icom
from a computer or remotely. I Googled RS-BA1 and
found that Dxengineering and HRO offer the software
for sale at around $150. That's kinda surprising since I
think Kenwood and Yaesu may offer their software free
or much cheaper.

In this screen shot you can
see that just about everything
can be controlled by this
program, including turning
the rig on or off. You can click
on signals and fine tune with
the mouse wheel.

With just these few se�ngs I
was receiving and had all the
controls working. Set the
comm port to whatever port
that was created when you
installed the drivers for your
rig. Wfview works with IC705, IC-7300, IC-7610, ICR8600, IC-7850, and IC-9700
at the present �me.

wfview

Somewhere I read about an open source (free) program
to control the latest Icom rigs written by Elliot W6EL
called wfview (WaterFall view). Three others, Jim
PA8E, Phil M0VSE and Roeland PA3MET, have joined
Elliot in developing the program. You can read all about
it at https://wfview.org/
73 Bill K4BX

Back around 1964 the U. S.
Post Office came out with
these
Amateur
Radio
stamps. A lot of them were
bought and used to send out
QSL cards.
Sadly,
exchanging
QSL
cards has become a thing of
the past and electronic
QSL’ing with LoTW, Eqsl and
QRZ have taken over.

Andrew’s shack. His rig is a FTDX-3000 and he also has a SDRplay so can can monitor the whole
band. For antennas he has a 10-40 OCF dipole, 80 meter end fed, a 6 meter J-pole, and for VHF/
UHF a Comet D9. Recently he has been playing with FT8. All the monitors are mostly for work, but
they come in handy when using the radio. I set this up as my computer room when I started working
from home due to COVID. I added all my radio equipment a short time later.
Send your shack picture and descrip�on to k4bx@arrl.net for the next newsle�er!

How I Got My Start
In Radio
When I was growing up in Kansas City in the 60's is
when I first became interested in electronics while
watching my dad working on our black and white TV
set. He would be sitting on the floor behind it, with his
VTVM, schematic, and Roi-tan cigar boxes of resistors,
capacitors, and spare tubes nearby. I watched him take
voltage readings, occasionally unplugging the TV, and
after he let the capacitors discharge unsolder a resistor,
and read off the color code to me. I'd dig through his
resistor box, locate the right one and hand it to him.
After measuring it he'd solder it in and plug in the TV
and keep working. I never asked what he was doing but
while I sat there I found his Ohmmite resistor color card.
It had 3 wheels with all the colors so you could dial up
the correct value of resistor you needed. I wish I still had
that.

One night, on the way home from work, he bought a
3 tube shortwave radio kit from Burstein-Applebee.
After dinner each night he would work on it on the
coffee table, with me eagerly watching. After it was
finished he set it up in my bedroom and put up a long
wire antenna in the attic. The ground wire was routed
through the wall to the laundry room. Thinking that my
interest in it was a passing one he let me listen to it but
that it was his radio. Three years later that radio was
replaced with a Realistic DX-150 that was my station

receiver until the 1980's.
After meeting a neighbor,
K0PKS, I bought a code
record and code oscillator
from Radio Shack with the
intent to learn the code.
Listening to the ham bands
intrigued me and what
everybody was sending. I
met
a
fellow
classmate, Steve
Schroeder
WD0DVI (exWN0BOT), who
also
was
interested in the
code.
We
became instant
friends.
Steve
and I experienced our first Field Day in June. Steve and
his dad took me to the July (my first) PHD ARA radio
club meeting in Liberty Mo. The club met in an old Civil
Defense building, a triband beam on the roof. There was
a side room to the meeting area that had a complete
Swan line set up, with 2-3 hams in there talking to a DX
station. I was forever hooked! Seeing that radio room
and hearing them talking to DX made me want to be a
ham so bad I could hardly see straight.

WB0CJB Paul

In January 1970 Steve and I took their Novice class
exam. Steve earned WN0BOT and I earned WN0CJB.
My first station was a Heathkit DX-60B transmitter and
a 80 meter RG-8U doublet, oriented NE-SE. My first
contact was K9PZD in Glen lllyn IL. A couple of months
later a HyGain 18AVQ vertical grew out of the
backyard. The old timers would always say you needed
a beam and kilowatt to work DX. As a new Novice I
believed it in the beginning but after 215 countries using
wire or vertical antennas I laugh at those comments.
Helping me get on the air got my dad interested. He
took the novice class the next year, and his first call was
WN0EPH and eventually became KW5T (SK). Dad and
I got our General licenses in 1972 and our Extras in
1980. About 5 years later my mom secretly got her
license and ultimately became NA5Y (SK).
July 23rd will mark my 51st year in ham radio and
thanks to dad, Steve, the PHD ARA, and countless other
hams I am enjoying ham radio and enjoy seeing new
hams join our ranks.
What a great hobby to be a part of!!!!
73,
Paul WB0CJB

Please tell us your story about getting into the ham radio hobby….send it to k4bx@arrl.net

Since I moved to Columbia, in November of 2020, I
have been involved in building a station from the ground
up. At my previous home, in Rutherford Co., the station
had grown and evolved over 40 years. I had 3 to 4 antennas
for any band, and could have up to four of my six HF
Stations active at any given time. As I upgraded my license
and station, I kept the older rigs instead of trading up. I
have, to this day, the Ten-Tec 544 Digital Triton I bought
as a Novice in 1978.
When I first moved, KU4B and KN4CCQ put up a
ground-mounted Comet CHA-250B 80-6m Vertical. At 10
MHz and above, it was great. Below 30m, not so much.
That got me through the new year. In early February, and
in the March 2021 newsletter, I outlined a Multi-Band
Dipole, built by KU4B, and tuned with his RigExpert. It
has been an outstanding performer, all things considered.
Where do we go from here?
Last year, before the move, I had arranged with
K4MCD, Philbert, in Antioch, to buy his tower, hardware,
and 500 ft of RG8X, for which I had paid 3/8 down.
Unfortunately, he died, so a delay was involved.
The plan is to install that 40ft tower at my house,
with the following antenna complement:
130 ft doublet, fed with 450 ohm balanced ladder line.
Matched with a Dentron MT-2000 160-10m 2Kw
Transmatch, and when needed, a Dentron Clipperton-L
2Kw
amp.
An Inverted L, ideally with 30ft vertical and 100 ft
horizontal length, matched with a 200W Ten-Tec
transmatch. This will do double duty as an SWL
Antenna.
A Comet Discone for Low VHF, VHF, and UHF. This
makes a wonderful Transmit and Scanner antenna. I
have an 8 element 2m Yagi that I’ll rebuild and point
toward Mboro and Short Mountain.
SUPPLIERS: Most recently, I have used DX Engineering
as my supplier. Over the years, I have used HRO, ARS,
and others. Compare prices and use your best judgment.
GROUNDING:
I recently received a six foot copper-clad steel ground
rod. I recommend a brass ground clamp to prevent
electrolysis. This rod is very heavy, and could be driven
with a sledgehammer, but a fencepost driver would be
best. In soft ground, a garden hose can help to “pre-drive”
the rod by softening the soil.

The ground rod(s) can be positioned under a
downspout or at the drip from an A/C Unit. It has been

suggested that the station could also be tied to the ground
rod at the home service entrance. That may be an accepted
practice, but it assumes that the service ground is really
good. You, at least, can control the quality of your station
ground. Be sure it’s a good one.
For a ground conductor, I used a dryer pigtail.
Remember, current travels on the outside of a wire, so a
many-stranded conductor is perfect. To say the least, this
is a big “honkin’” wire.
The polyphasers can be grounded together. Don’t rely
on a metal strip, box or metal plate alone; use an actual
wire conductor as well, and use star washers, they will
insure good electrical conductivity. If painted surfaces are
involved, scrape the paint and still use the star washers.
The Wire used in Wire Antenna building is always an
important consideration. In the multiband dipole that
KU4B Built for me, he used stainless steel stranded wire
as the top element for physical strength.

Growing up on a wooded 20 acre property in NW
Atlanta, we had horses, and electric fencing. As a
teenaged Antenna builder, electric fence wire was
plentiful, so I built a 400-500 ft. SWL Antenna from it,
on pine trees with fence insulators. Later in life, in
Rutherford Co., I built a 1,000 ft. Beverage antenna, a
400+ ft. loop, and a 120 ft. Inverted L with it. It solders
well, and is strong. It is usually sold by the quarter mile
spool.
As a side note, if you hang wire antennas that end
with trees, you know the problem….trees sway in the
wind and break wires. I got plastic pulleys, and ran the
wire over the pulley, then down to an insulator, with the
other side of the insulator tied to a half-brick, which is
about the perfect counterweight for a 120-150 ft. Inverted
L.
In the ice storm of 2015, my Inv. L was so ice laden
that the wire was virtually touching the ground, and the
counterweight was pulled all the way to the pulley, but it
did not break.
ANTENNA WIRE:
As previously stated, I’ve used thousands of feet of
electric fence wire. I’ve usually used stranded copper for
dipoles and doublets. As it ages, the copper must be
scraped or sanded to be soldered (i.e., repaired, or
lengthened).
TUNING TIP: If you’re trimming or extending a wire
antenna, split nuts are great. Once you’re happy with the
resonance, you can solder the wire. If you want to
experiment with loops, the split nuts will allow you a
pain free method of modifying an existing antenna…if
Continued next page…

you don’t like it, you can undo, or lengthen it at will. I
had a G5RV built to spec, it was never the performer I
expected, so I used split nuts and added about 400 feet of
wire and made it a horizontal loop. It transmitted fine, but
the receive was incredibly quiet.

C. Water-Proofing. Use a moldable silicone product, such
as Coax Seal. Wrap it diagonally and mold it with your
hands. You can cut it off in 20+ years and the connector
will still be bright and shiny.

My New Wire choice is black in color. By being black,
it will be somewhat stealthy in my residential
neighborhood.

professional specializing in switching, routing and Wifi
design since 1996, here are some rules of thumb.

I can also tie the ends off to some garden shepherd’s
hooks I brought from the old house. Hanging a bird-feeder
from the shepherds hook is good stealth as well.

a. Scott’s First Rule of WiFi – It will never travel as far
as you want, UNLESS, you don’t want it to….in which
case it will travel FAR FARTHER!

QUICK SCOTT NOTE: As 10m opens up, you can find
band openings by monitoring the worldwide 10m beacons.
You’ll find FM Beacons, and repeaters!, above 29.6 MHz.
If you have an old CB vertical ground plane antenna, or
can buy one cheaply, get the formulas and shorten the
driven element, leaving the radials about 5% longer. When
living in a rental house in the late ‘70’s, I did just that with
a cheap Radio Shack CB Antenna. I cut it down, I ran 2kW
into it, worked the rare DXPedition, and when I took it
down from the mast, the center insulator was slightly
melted, and still warm!

b. If you have multiple APs, and have trouble with
your WiFi, turn off every other one.

SOME TIPS TO REMEMBER
A. Always, even if the feedline goes straight down from
the antenna, put a drip loop below the antenna. Why
should you do it anyway? If you make a loop in the
feedline, 8-12 inches in diameter, and tape it into a nice
tight loop, and secure it to a tower, you get several benefits:
1. The Loop, if 4-6 turns, will create a Coaxial Balun
(Balanced to Unbalanced transformer), or more
correctly, an UNUN (Unbalanced to Unbalanced),
you will reduce RF on the feedline. If you put this as
the feed of a dipole/Inverted V, it will act as a balun.
2. Lightning will not go around a corner…it wants to
travel in straight lines. Just one turn of the loop will
allow a lightning strike to “Jump Off” to ground.

D. WiFi – this may seem off-topic, but as a network

c. If you’re experiencing WiFi Interference, use a
program like Acrylic WiFi Analyzer to find the active
channels in your area, then use some other channels,
especially 802.11a, or n, or ac on 5 ghz.
d. On 2.4 GHz, there are only 3 viable channels, 1, 6,
and 11. That is due to the sidebands of each channel. I
can demonstrate this on a spectrum analyzer. NEVER
EVER Use 802.11AC on 2.4. It bonds channels and
interferes with everything.
e. If possible only use 5 GHz.
f. Use the lowest possible power. This creates MicroCells. If you need multiple APs to cover a large home,
use the same SSID, but stagger the channels.
g. Use WPA2, with AES (not TKIP, which is easier to
hack). h. NEVER NEVER Name your SSID by your
name, or address, or something that identifies you or
your family.
i. For better security, don’t advertise (broadcast) your
SSID.

I’ll have more as the Antenna Systems come together.
B. Use the best lightning protection you can afford. In my
professional career, with many units in a lightning zone, I
spec’d thousands of Polyphasers. If you get something
cheap, like the ones that use a gas-discharge tube, these are
by and large one shot units, and will not usually protect on
a second strike. The possible exception to this is the AlphaDelta units. You’re betting potentially thousands of dollars
of your equipment on a $20.00 unit. Don’t do it!

Part 2 next month.
73 de N4BBB

Stray Cats
In the June 2021 I described building the QRPme X-CHECKer. In this issue I'll
describe the grinding of a new QRPme 7.015 crystal blank. This is done to change a
crystal frequency from one that may be out of band to one you can use. For instance I am a
General Class operator and the 40 meter CW portion of the band runs from 7.025,000 to
7.125,000 Hz. I can not legally operate with the 7.015,000 Hz crystal because that
portion of the band is reserved for Extra class operators. The solution is to grind the
crystal blank to a frequency that we can use. I have chosen the target for the grind to
be 7.040,000 Hz. This being my first attempt at a crystal grind since 1964, I want
to keep my goals realistic. Later on the attempt to move a 7.015,000 Hz blank to
either 7.110,000 Hz or 7.122,000 Hz which are both well populated QRP
frequencies. These grinds will require much more time and effort than I have
right now.
WHAT IS A CRYSTAL?
The crystal is a piece of Quartz that is cut in a very thin strip. When placed between two metal plates in its
holder and a voltage is applied vibrates. The vibration frequency is dependent on the thickness of the crystal. Fore
instance a 80 meter crystal is much thicker than a 40 meter crystal and vibrates at a much lower frequency. What this
suggest is, that you can move a lower frequency crystal up but never down.
THINGS YOU Will NEED
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

A piece of ¼ in. Plate Glass.
Donor crystal blanks from a FT-234 or new blanks from QRPme
Sand paper I use 500, 1000, and 1200 grit. Comet cleaner or tooth paste can be used for final
polishing.
Isopropyl Alcohol 91%
Micro fiber cloth
Q Tips
Jewelers screwdrivers
Powder Free Vinyl Disposable Exam Gloves Recommended.
X-CHECKer or other frequency counter

OPENING A FT-243 CRYSTAL
An Ft-243 crystal can be opened by removing the three Phillips or flat machine screws from the front cover.
The nuts for the screws are counter sunk into the the back of the crystal body and the nuts were coated with a drop of
paint to lock the threads. Use a good screwdriver with a large diameter handle to keep contact with
the screw and get the necessary torque to break them loose. Be careful, the front cover is internally
spring loaded and can fly apart so keep some pressure with your finger on the cover. If you don't
see the cover start to separate, stop and get a jewelers screw driver to wedge between the
cover and the body. Take care to not destroy the rubber seal. Now gently remove the stack
as shown in the photo. The crystal element will be sandwiched between the metal plates.
You are now ready to start the grind.
GRINDING THE CRYSTAL
Caution: Care must be taken in grinding the crystal or you might just remove your finger
prints. After waiting for the skin to heal I decided to use one of the exam gloves on my right
hand which gave me a bit of protection. Set your grinding station up to suite your needs.
1. Measure the crystal star�ng frequency and record it. 7,015,000 Hz.
2. Use 1000 grit for course grind and 1200 grit to finish. When you grind a crystal only grind the same face never
turn it over.
3. With your finger on the crystal and and using light pressure start making figure eights. I chose to do 50 of them. I

then turned the blank 90 degrees and repeated. Clean the crystal with alcohol and dry with the micro fiber cloth
then measure the frequency again. I moved about 2600 Hz. By repea�ng the steps the crystal frequency was
moved to 7,030,190 Hz.
4. The closer you get to the frequency you require reduce the number of figure eights.
5. Stop grinding when you are a few kHz lower than your goal. Assemble the crystal in its holder and check the
frequency again. The crystal frequency will probably rise some and may be close to want.
6. Remember all crystals have a + or – tolerance ### PPM. So do the math.
7. When you are sa�sfied that you have the frequency you want, pat yourself on the back.

CONCLUSION
This is a good way to recycle FT-243
WWII and commercial ham crystals from
the 50's and 60's.
Older quartz crystals have a tendency to age
and not be as active as new crystal blanks.
My experience that the older blanks have
worked just fine. Give crystal grinding a try,
I think you will enjoy it. My target
Frequency was 7,040,000 and my final
grind turned out to be 7,041,180 Hz. Not
too bad!
New crystal blanks, X-Checker and
the crystal grinding accessory pack are
available from QRPme. Take a look at the
X-CHECKer kit and his numerous other
kits at www.QRPme.com. Rex Harper is a
one man operation so be patient with your
orders. As I have said before, his kits are
well worth the wait.
I have no monetary interest of any of the companies I review. I purchase the kits just like you. Have fun building kits and 73, Ev Catlin N5MZX P.S. If you took
�me to read this come and shake my hand at the next W4GGM club mee�ng.

3Y0J DXpedi�on to Bouvet Island Canceled
The Intrepid-DX Group announced over the weekend that it has canceled its long-anticipated 3Y0J DXpedition to
Bouvet Island. The DXpedition team had planned to travel to Bouvet via the RV Braveheart, owned by Nigel Jolly,
K6NRJ. Jolly has told the DXpedition that Braveheart is being sold and he's canceled its contract for the 3Y0J
voyage.
"The global pandemic has impacted the expedition charter vessel business very hard; this includes the venerable RV
Braveheart, which has provided outstanding safety and service to many DXpeditions," DXpedition co-leaders Paul
Ewing, N6PSE, and Kenneth Opskar LA7GIA, said in
announcing the news on June 13. "Today, we were informed that
Braveheart will be sold. As a result, Nigel Jolly will no longer be
associated with the ship, our contract with the ship has been
canceled, and our deposit will be refunded. This is a very
disappointing development to all involved."
The DXpedition said that it has stopped accepting donations and
will refund 100% of the donations using the same method they
were received.
A dependency of Norway, Bouvet is a sub-Antarctic island in the South Atlantic. It is the second-most-wanted
DXCC entity, behind North Korea.

Stray Cats
N5MZX
Two Amateur Radio Movies
EVERYBODY'S HOBBY
A Warner Brothers Production
The other day I was looking thru Turner Classic Movies schedule and noticed a movie titled
“Everybody's Hobby” from 1944. On the chance it contained amateur radio content I recorded it. This
was a short film about a families interest in hobbies, and one character Robert Leslie, played by Jackie
Morgan was seeking his amateur radio license. He had passed his code and was waiting on a letter
from the FCC to find out if he passed his written test and what call sign he would be issued. The letter
from the FCC finally arrived informing him he had passed the written exam and was now WA6MUG.
For $50 down and $2 per month he purchased what was described as a semi portable receiver and
transmitter that by today's standards was large and bulky items.. Soon he was enjoying portable
operation from a park with is father, when a forest fire was discovered and reported to the Park Ranger.
When the Park Rangers lost telephone service our young amateur radio operator was pressed into
service. Communicating with other Park Service Radio Stations he was able to help redirect resources
and have the necessary backfires set to slow the spread of the fire. Needless to say Ham Radio played
an important part in helping to save a CCC Boys Camp and a nearby town from the flames.
PATROLLING THE ETHER

“ A Crime Does Not Pay Subject “ Warner Brothers production
This film starts on June 3, 1940 as a 16 year old ham, W3RTS, is in QSO with PY2UWV. He gets a
surprise visit by a man from the FCC Radio Intelligence Division, RID, informing him that all amateur
operators will have to cease transmitting. Even though we are not at war yet, Nazi spies are operating in
the United States sending their reports directly to U- Boats operating off of the U.S. coast which resulted
in the sinking of many ships. The conversation continued that he could provide a great service to his
country by monitoring the bands for enemy signals and reporting the information back to the RID.
The FCC Radio Intelligence Division was established on July 1, 1940 and was used until the end of the
war. The RID direction finding stations were set up across the country were used to look for unauthorized
spy transmissions within North America. Information gleaned from monitoring foreign weather reports,
and enemy transmissions from the Caribbean and South American that were vital to protecting or
convoys, and aiding in the defeat of Rommel in Africa. RID operations played part in the successful D
Day invasion. Most of the RID personnel were supplied from the ranks of amateur radio operators who
had basic radio training..
Finally in the movie the Nazi station was found and the bad guys are eliminated, saving an Allied convoy
and leading to the destruction of nine enemy submarines by the U.S. Navy destroyers. Please visit
WWW.61thriftpower.com/riradio/rid.shtml or search for more information on the FCC Radio Intelligence
Division of WWII.

What do you think of this QSL card?
It’s one of the latest cards I’ve
received and at first I didn’t think to
much about it. It sat on the desk for a
week and after a while I thought this
guy had a great idea for his card.
Seeing how happy he was to receive
a QSL card I had to fill out a card and
get it in the mail to him! Have you
received any interesting QSL cards?
Send a photo for the next newsletter.
73 Bill K4BX

Here is a compact but powerful 2band CW transceiver kit that uses no
tiny pushbuttons, and without those
seemingly endless and hard-toremember back menus. There is a
knob or a switch for every function!
Check out http://www.wa3rnc.com/
store/ for complete details.
Thanks Scott N4BBB for the Link and info

On a recenty visit to the K4HRK shack
and see a crystal radio and some 50+
year old headphones on the desk. It
brought back memories of me building
a crystal set in 7th grade shop class.
That was actually how I got interested
in radio and am nnow wondering if
anyone else in the club built a crystal
set years ago. We’d love to hear the
story. What got you interested in
radio? Send your story to the editor.

Interested in joining the Maury Amateur Radio Club? CLICK HERE for membership form

London Calling Event
Agent 038
Had a chance to dust my Bayou Jumper off and participate tn the 4SQRP London Calling Event. This
operating event simulates the communications between London England and SOE agents operating in France
Norway and other occupied countries. We celebrate the brave young men and women who risked their lives in
WWII by sending Intelligence Via CW back to England in order to assist in the war effort, often risking capture,
torture, and death.
High power ham stations operating in 30 minute segments served as SOE London stations.Those of us who
have Bayou Jumpers act as SOE field agents. Our goal is to pass and receive traffic with London before the
Gestapo can use their direction finding devices to capture us. OK, so what is the SOE you ask? It stood for the
Special Operations Executive. Its Job was to Send agents into enemy areas to spy on, direct resistance units
fighting the Nazis', and to blow up targets such as bridges.
This event was was a bust for me. London stations were heard but I was not able to contact them. The 40
meter band was quite noisy and had very bad QRM. I did make a partial contact exchanging some of the
information but not enough to make the contact count. I guess this happened to agents behind enemy lines also.
They had one advantage though. Amateur Radio communications had been shut down in most of the world
during WWII and there was almost no QRM except for what was purposefully generated by the enemy to block
SOE agents traffic. We operated on split frequencies, London on 7105 Kc and the field agents on 7121Kc. I
enjoyed copying some of the other field stations even though I could not be heard by London. Good hunting all
and don't let the DF (direction finding) trucks sneak up on you.

Did you try this month’s Quiz? The 5 states with the
fewest hams are North Dakota, Delaware, South
Dakota, Rhode Island and Wyoming, with North
Dakota being the rarest. In my experience the rarest
states aren’t necessarily the hardest ones to work on
the bands but I totally agree the North Dakota is a
rough one to work and was my last state needed on
several bands. On the other hand, South Dakota is not
hard to work at all because it has some very active
hams. AS an example I just checked my log and have
worked W0SD 47 times on all bands 160-10 except 30
meters.
Some years ago I wrote about hams being collectors
with some collecting countries, states, counties, and I
think now people on digital modes collect Grid
Squares. The last few years I’ve been hunting states
mostly using digital modes. A few months ago I got on
60 meters for the first time and my last two I needed
were Montana and Rhode Island. Now that I have that
done I need to find something new to do. I really need
to get back on CW and my plan is to get my K3 back
on the desk which is a super CW rig.
I hope you read and enjoyed Paul’s article about how
he got started in this great hobby of ham radio. I hope
someone will send their story for the next newsletter. If
not, I’ll have to write my story which I’ve done a few
times before.
My radioing has sure slowed down this past month.
That is probably normal for most once summertime
arrives. The radios get turned on about everyday but
sometimes just to listen. Mostly I’ve been watching 6
meter FT8 since this is the time of year when
conditions can be great. I’m up to 46 states worked. I
don’t know if it’s possible to work Alaska or Hawaii on
6 meters or not. Especially when I don’t even have a 6
meter antenna.

is the contrast between a crystal set and a kilowatt
antenna tuner. Oh….. Bob did hook up the antenna to
let me hear the crystal set work. He had the antenna off
due to some stormy WX.
A Big Thanks to the following who contributed items
for the newsletter:
Joe N4JW
Jeff K4JSS
Jared KO4LTC
Fran KM1Z
Paul WB0CJB
Everett N5MZX
Jay KK4FHS
Andrew N4MCC
Scott N4BBB
Terry KF4FNG
Now I will start the August news, so if you have
anything you’d like placed in the news send it to
k4bx@arrl.net. You don’t have to wait for me to beg
for articles.
73 Bill K4BX

Hamfests
July 31 Saturday 8AM-3PM

Details at: https://midtnhamquest.com/home/

On a recent visit the the K4HRK shack, what do I see?
A crystal radio set. I’m sure the younger people never
heard of such a thing but it was the first radio for many
of us older hams. It receives local AM stations with no
power (batteries). I built mine in the early 1960’s in a
7th grade shop class. What’s interesting about the photo

August 21 & 22, 2021
Details at: https://hamfest.org/

